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Indian supporter, though he demanded and obtained a division, which he carried by the unwilling votes of the English officials. The whole subject will be more fully dealt with later; here it is sufficient to note that the excise system for all Indian industries that compete with imports remains a necessary part, and the most important part, of the existing Indian fiscal policy in order to preserve its Free Trade character.
Another condition imposed on Indian finance by the same inexorable law of Free Trade is that the General Tariff being for revenue purposes only, no differentiation is permissible. British trade, colonial trade, foreign trade, all must be treated on an exact equality; and the relentless operation of this law is found in practice to impose severe restrictions on the freedom of the Government of India. Numerous instances of this difficulty have occurred. In 1894 Lord Elgin wished to impose an import duty of 5 per cent, on cotton goods, but Mr. Tattersall and Mr. Tom Gamett (now a member of the Royal